
FAQ for Beginning School in the Fall 2021

Will I have the option to choose distance learning for my child?

We will not be offering Distance Learning. At this time we are planning for in-person learning 5-day
per week.

What happens when there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in a child or staff?

If there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in the school, parents will be notified.  Additionally, we will
work with Hennepin County Health officials and the MN Department of Health to make sure all
appropriate disinfecting and notification procedures are followed. Due to the fact that we are sanitizing
the entire school at the end of every day, in-person learning will continue, and school does not need
to close.

What happens if someone in our family other than the student tests positive for COVID-19?

If an immediate family member other than the student tests positive, please call the school. We will
use guidelines to determine next steps.

How long does my child have to stay away from school if they have signs of an illness, not
necessarily COVID-19 caused?

Children should be symptom free of the non-COVID illness for 24 hours unless the “illness” be
determined to be something like allergies, strep throat, etc., the return to school will be determined on
a case by case basis as determined by a medical provider .

What happens if my child tests positive for COVID-19?

Families should notify the school immediately if their child tests positive for COVID-19 or has a
presumptive clinical diagnosis by a medical provider. Once notified, we will work with Hennepin
County Health officials and the MN Department of Health to make sure all appropriate disinfecting
and notification procedures are followed.

Will my child be wearing a face mask or a face shield? If yes, do I need to purchase masks or
face shields?

Toddlers: No masks may be worn.
Children’s House/Elementary and MS: At this time masks/face shields are not required, but should a
parent prefer their child wear a mask, we will accommodate that request.



Will guides and staff be wearing a face mask or shield?

Our Guides and staff are not required to wear a face covering.

Will visitors be allowed into the school? What are the protocols for their visit?

Visitors are allowed in the school building.  At this time, we are asking that all visitors call the office to
set up a time to visit.

Will we have Enrichment/Field trips?

We are making plans to do so, however we are obviously limited to going to places which allow
classroom groups of children.

Will children have a designated workspace?

Children will not be given an assigned spot to sit. The classrooms are strategically set up to meet the
needs of social distancing.

Will my child be able to use the Montessori materials as they normally do?

Yes! Material is cleaned/sanitized everyday.

How have cleaning protocols changed? Who will be doing the cleaning? Has janitorial staffing
been increased?

Luckily for us, we have always had cleaning our environments as a priority.  For the classrooms, the
cleaning will happen via the Guides and Assistants as they always have.  For common spaces, our
janitorial staff will take care of sanitization. Cleaning has and will continue to be a priority.

The school supply list calls for the same amount of sanitizing wipes or cleaning supplies. Do I
need to purchase more to send to school? Do we have enough?

We always welcome donations! :)

Are there protocols in place to increase the amount of times the children are washing or
sanitizing their hands?

As always, students will be asked to wash their hands upon entering the school after putting on their
indoor shoes. We will use grace and courtesy lessons to ensure children are continuously washing
their hands and supporting each other in reminding when washing hands is necessary as well as
proper handwashing technique.  All classrooms have a sink where immediate handwashing can
happen if going into the bathroom is not an option at that moment.

What has been done to increase the air quality?



We have installed HEPA filters into each classroom which purifies the air every hour. These filters are
frequently cleaned and replaced as needed.  Additionally, the classroom doors will be kept open and
the bathroom fans kept running.

What capacity are the classrooms?

Using state licensing calculations, capacity for classrooms is dependent on square footage.  Using
square footage to determine the number of students in a room, the below is true noting that all rooms
are currently at below capacity.

Classroom Capacity under licensing calculations Most enrolled in a room

Toddlers 14 students in main room, 44 for the building 12 total students

Casa 1 49 students 26 students

Casa 2 45 students 26 students

E1 49 students 31 students

E2 45 students 24 students

Adolescent 23 students 6-8 students

What will drop off and pick up look like?

We will continue with drop off and pick up as follows:

Drop Off:
Toddlers: Drop off will happen at the Toddler Community door.  Ring the bell and a toddler staff
member will open the door for your toddler to enter on their own.
Children’s House: Students may be dropped off by the south school doors (by the garden).  You will
be greeted by Ms. Angela or another staff member in her absence.  Children will walk down the
outdoor stairs where students will walk right into the school.  As children greet adults along the
hallway, they will proceed to their classrooms where they will then be greeted by their Guides.
Elementary/MS: Students may be dropped off by the south school doors (by the garden).  You will be
greeted by Mrs. W (aka- Ms. Angela). Students will enter the upper level through the school doors.
Students will proceed to their classrooms where they will be greeted by their Guides.
.
Pick Up:
Toddlers: Children will be brought to the classroom door for pick up.
Children’s House: Students will be picked up at the same area they were dropped off at, either at
11:45am or 3:30pm.
Elementary/MS: Students will be picked up at the Church entrance (same as last year) at 3:30pm.

○ When entering the parking lot, create two lanes.



■ The inside lane (closest to the school) will be for those picking up students in CH.
Proceed forward, pulling forward, past the steps to allow time for children to be
buckled into car seats.

■ The outer lane will be for those picking up only elem/adolescent students. Please
drive to the Gathering Place (also known as the GP). Students will be dismissed
from here (using the GP will provide shelter when we begin to experience inclement
MN weather).

■ For those picking up both CH and elem/adolescent students, please pick up CH
students first and then merge into the elem line.

■ See map:

.

Will there be temperature checks of students upon arrival?

No. Please monitor your children for illnesses.  As with any disease, whether it be pink eye, strep
throat, flu, or COVID, children must stay home if they are sick and need to be sick-free for 24 hours
(without fever reducing medication) before returning to school.

Will hot lunch be available? What will lunch look like?

We will continue to do what we have done in the past:
Toddlers: Hot lunch will be brought straight from the kitchen to the Toddler Community.
Children’s House: Trays are prepared and put into a cart.  The covered cart is rolled into the
Children’s House where it is distributed to the children who have purchased hot lunch.
Elementary/MS: Students will individually pick up their hot lunch tray.

Will snacks and/or food work be available?



Toddlers and Children’s House Food Works:  These will continue to be available to the children.  We
are prepared to have multiple food work set-ups. Once one food work has been used, the items will
be placed aside for sanitation and another prepped tray will be placed on the shelf, making it available
to the next child.

What will recess look like?

Recess will continue as we always have.  The more time in nature the better!.

Will students be outdoors more? Do I need to purchase clothing such as rain jackets or rain
boots to help facilitate this?

Children will be outside more, however, it would be hard for children to complete work or work with
materials if it is raining. :)

A rain coat and boots for all ages are a great choice as we do go outside if it is lightly drizzling.
“Playing” in the rain is a great opportunity to connect the Work of Water (science) and make the
experiences real.

Will the children be attending indoor mass?

At this time, Children’s House/Elementary/Adolescent students will attend Mass.

This could be a stressful time, and I’m worried about my child. What is the school doing to
support the students emotionally?

We partner with CSCOE to provide support for families. Watch for updates for when these sessions
will be available. Through our use of grace and courtesy lessons we are able to have a healthy,
positive atmosphere and teach breathing techniques, relaxation exercises, etc.  We will work to meet
the needs of every person, be it child, staff or parent.

What if I have other questions? Who should I contact?

Please email awroblewski@stjohns-excelsior.org or call our school office at 952-474-5812


